Sent By: Henneman & Saunders; 



(269) 279-8830; 



Jun-22-06 12:11PM; 



Page 4 



App. Serial No.: 09/617,361 
Atty. Docket No,; 001 3-01 1 



IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (currently amended) A computer system for verifying a commercial transaction 
between an account-holder and a merchant, said computer system comprising: 
a processing unit for processing data and code; and 
a memory device for storing said dala and said code, said code including 

a merchant credit company communications module operative to facilitate a 
connection with ooid merchant a credit company for receiving a transaction 
approval verific a t ion request including a complet e account numb e r from said 
credit company, 

an account-holder communications module operative to facilitate a separate 
connection with said account-holder for verifying said transaction appwv t d 
fequest, and 

an authorization a verification module responsive to receipt of said transaction 
approval verification request and operative to transmit on approval indicia of 
verification to said m e rchant credit company only if said transaction approval 
r e qu e st is verified by said account-holder; and 

wherein said computer system is a third-party verification system separate from said 
merchant said credit company, and said account-holder authorization modul e 
responsiv e to instruction from oaid aoooun ^ holder is operativ e to automatically 
verify s ubs e quent tronoaotion approval r e qu es ts without further input from ooid 
account hold e r . 



2. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
authorization verification module includes an interactive verification module responsive to 
receipt of said transaction appr oval verification request and operative to initiate said connection 
with said account-holder. 
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3. (original) A computer system according to Claim 2, further comprising a network 
interface, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to send an electronic 
message to said account-holder via said network interface* 

4. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 3, wherein said 
interactive verification module is operative to verify said transaction approval requ e st responsive 
to receiving a reply to said electronic message from said account-holder. 

5. (original) A computer system according to Claim 2, further comprising a 
telecommunications device, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to 
place an automated telephone call to said account-holder. 

6. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 5, wherein said 
interactive verification module is operative to; 

establish a telephone connection with said account holder, 

recite at loaot a portion of data indicative of said transaction approval roquost to said 
account holder; and 

receive verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said transaction 
approval requ e st . 

7. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 6> wherein said 
interactive verification module is further operative to require an authentication code from said 
account-holder prior to said step of reciting at least a portion of data indicative of said transaction 
approval request to said account-holder. 

8. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 1, wherein: 
any notification to said account-holder is disabled; and 

said authorization verification module includes an interactive verification module 
operative to wait for said account-holder to initiate said separate connection. 



3 of 14 

PAGE 5/16 * RCVD AT 6/2212006 1 2:09:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/15 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:(269) 279-8830 * DURATION (mm«ss):04-20 



Sent By: Henneman & Saunders; (269) 279-8830; Jun-22-06 12:12PM; Page 6 



App. SerialNo,: 09/617,361 
Atty. Docket No.: 0013-01 1 

9. (original) A computer system according to Claim 8, further cbmprising a network 
interface, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to wait for a 
communication from said account-holder via said network interface. 



10. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 8, further comprising a 
network interface, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to: 

receive a connection request from said account-holder via said network interface; 
establish a network connection with said account-holder; 
authenticate said account holder; 

transmit at Ioaat a portion of said approval requ e st data indicative of said transaction to 

said account holder; and 
receive verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said approval 

request transaction . 

1 1 . (original) A computer system according to Claim 8, further Comprising a 
telecommunications device, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to wait 
for a telephone call from said account-holder. 

12. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 8, further comprising a 
telecommunications device, and wherein said interactive verification module is operative to: 

receive a telephone call from said account-holder, 
authenticate said account-holder; 

recite at least a portion of said approval requ e st data indicative of said transaction to said 
account-holder; and 

receive verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said approval 
r e qu e st transaction . 



13. (canceled) 
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14. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
authorization verification module includes a master verification module responsive to the lapse 
of a predetermined time period and operative to disclaim said approval requ es t transaction if said 
approval request transaction has not been verified by said account-holder. 

15. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 1 4, wherein said master 
verification module is further operative to transmit notice to said account holder when said 
transaction approval requ e st is disclaimed 

16. (canceled) 

1 7. (currently amended) In a computer system, a method for verifying a commercial 
transaction between an account-holder and a merchant, said method comprising: 

receiving a tran s action approval verification request associated wtith said transaction from 
s aid - merchant, said approval request including a complete account number 

i dentifying . sa i d ooonuni ■ holder' s account a credit company : 

electronically verifying said transaction approval request with said account-holder via a 
communication with said account-holder separate from said communication with said 
merchan t credit company, said step of verifying said transaction with said account- 
holder being performed Hy « third-party separate from said merchant and said credit 

receiving inotruotionfl from said account holder to selectively enabl e or disabl e oaid step 
of e l ec tronically v e rifying said transaction appro v al r e que s ts and 

transmitting on approval indicia of verification to said merchant credit company only if 
said transaction approval request is verified by said account-holder-or- said step of 
e l e ctronically v e rifying said transaction approval roquoot hao boon - disabl e d * 

18. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 17, whefdn said step of verifying 
said transaction approval r e qu e st with said card holder account-holder includes prompting said 
account-holder to verify said transaction a p proval request . 
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19. (original) A method according to Claim 18, wherein said step of prompting said 
account-holder includes sending an electronic message to said account-holder. 

20. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 19, wherein said step of verifying 
said transaction approval request with said account-holder includes receiving a reply to said 
electronic message. 

2 1 . (original) A method according to Claim 18, wherein said step of prompting said 
account-holder includes placing an automated telephone call to said account-holder. 

22. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 21, wherein said step of placing 
an automated telephone call to said account-holder includes: 

establishing a telephone connection with said account-holder; 

reciting at l e ast a portion data indicative of said transaction approval requeot to said 

account holder account-holder: and 
receiving verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said 

transaction approval r e qu es t . 

23. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 22, wherein said step of placing 
an automated telephone call to said account-holder further includes receiving an authentication 
code from said account-holder prior to said step of reciting at loaat a portion data indicative of 
said transaction approval r e qu e st to said account holder account-holder . 

24. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 17, wherein said step of 
electronically verifying said transaction approval request with said account-holder includes 
disabling any notification to said account-holder and waiting for said account-holder to initiate 
communication with said computer system. 

25. (original) A method according to Claim 24, wherein said communication with said 
computer system is initiated by said account-holder via a network connection* 
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26. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 24, wherein said step of 
electronically verifying said transaction approval r e qu es t with said account-holder includes: 

receiving a connection request from said account-holder via a network; 
establishing a network connection with said account-holder; 
authenticating said account-holder; 

transmitting at loaot a portion data indicative of said transaction approval r e qu e st to said 
account-holder; and 

receiving verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said 
transaction approval request* 

27. (original) A method according to Claim 24, wherein said communication with said 
computer system is initiated by said account-holder via a telephone connection. 

28. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 24, wherein said step of 
electronically verifying said transaction approval r e quest with said account-holder includes: 

receiving a telephone call from said account-holder; 
authenticating said account-holder, 

reciting at leant o portion data indicative of said transaction approval r e qu e st to said 

account-holder; and 
receiving verification instructions from said account-holder with respect to said 

transaction approval roquoot . 

29. (canceled) 

30. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 17, wherein said step of 
electronically verifying said transaction approval roquoot with said account-holder includes 
automatically disclaiming said approval verification request if said transaction opprovol roqueot 
is not verified by said account-holder within a predetermined time interval. 
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31. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 30, farther comprising 
transmitting notice to said account-holder when said tra ns a ction approval verification request is 
disclaimed. 

32. (canceled) 

33. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 17. 

34. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 18, 

35. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 19. 

36. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 20. 

37. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 21 . 

38. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 22. 

39. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 23. 

40. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 24. 
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41. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 25. 

42. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 26. 

43- (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 27. 

44. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 28. 

45. (canceled), 

46. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 30. 

47. (original) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein for causing 
an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 3 1 ♦ 

48. (canceled) 
49- (canceled) 
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50, (currently amended) A computer system for verifying a commercial transaction 
between an account-holder and a retailer, said computer system comprising: 

a processing unit for processing data and code; 

a memory device for storing said data and said code, said code including 

a financier communications module operative to facilitate a connection with a 
financier for receiving a verification request related to said commercial 
transaction, 

an account-holder communications module operative to facilitate a connection with 

said account-holder for verifying said commercial transaction, and 
an authorization module responsive to receipt of said verification request and 

operative to transmit an approval to said financier only if said commercial 

transaction is verified by said account-holdeiusd 
wherein said computer system is a third-party verification system separate from said 

retailer, said financier, and said account-holder. 

51. (canceled) 

52, (canceled) 

53. (currently amended) In a computer system, a method for verifying a commercial 
transaction between an account-holder and a merchant, said method comprising: 

receiving a verification request associated with said commercial transaction from a 
financial institution that approves transactions between account-holders and 
merchants; 

electronically verifying said associated commercial transaction with said account-holder 
via a tfr itfl-pftrt Y separate from said merchant said financial institution, and said 
account-holder : and 

transmitting indicia of verification to said financial institution only if said associated 
commercial transaction is verified by said account-holder. 
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54. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having code embodied therein 
for causing an electronic device to perform the method of Claim 53. 

55. (new) A computer system according to Claim 1, wherein said verification module 
responsive to instructions from said account-holder is operative to automatically verify 
subsequent transactions without further input from said account-holder. 

56. (new) A method according to Claim 17, further comprising: 

receiving instructions from said account-holder to selectively enable or disable said step 
of electronically verifying transactions; and 

transmitting indicia of verification for subsequent transactions to said credit company 
only if said subsequent transactions are verified by said account-holder or said step of 
electronically verifying said subsequent transactions has been disabled. 

57. (new) A computer readable medium having code embodied therein for causing an 
electronic device to perform the method of Claim 56* 
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58. (new) A computer system for verifying a commercial transaction between an 
account-holder and a merchant, said computer system comprising: 

a processing unit for processing data and code; and 

a memory device for storing said data and said code, said code including 

a merchant communications module operative to facilitate a connection with said 

merchant for receiving a transaction approval request including a complete 

account number, 

a verification communications module operative to transmit a verification request 
identifying said transaction approval request to a third-party that verifies 
transaction approval requests with said account-holder, and to receive indicia of 
verification from said third-party indicating whether said account-holder has 
verified said transaction approval request, and 

an authorization module responsive to receipt of said transaction approval request and 
operative to transmit an approval to said merchant only if said indicia of 
verification is received; and 

wherein said computer system is a credit company system separate from said 
merchant, said third party, and said account-holder. 

59. (new) In a computer system, a method for verifying a commercial transaction 
between an account-holder and a merchant, said method comprising: 

receiving a transaction approval request associated with said transaction from said 
merchant; 

transmitting a verification request to a third-party; 

receiving indicia of verification from said third-party indicating whether said account- 
holder has verified said transaction approval request; and 

transmitting an approval to said merchant only if said indicia of verification is received; 
and 

wherein said computer system is a credit company computer system separate from said 
third-party, said account-holder, and said merchant. 
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